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Mission and Vision

Mission:

• to educate the current and next generation of pharmacists, 
pharmaceutical scientists, and pharmacy leaders;

• to conduct impactful and cutting-edge research; and

• to provide innovative patient care and serve our local, 
national, and global communities.

Vision: Our Students, faculty and preceptors, staff, 
alumni and other strategic partners working together to 
be the global leader in innovative pharmacy education, 
research and practice to improve human health



Strategic Plan
STRATEGIC INITIATIVE 1: Optimize the 
experience of students and post-
graduate trainees to ensure the best 
possible outcomes.

STRATEGIC INITIATIVE 2: Advance the College’s brand, increase 
awareness, and promote the College’s differential advantage.

STRATEGIC INITIATIVE 3: Pursue new and optimize existing 
opportunities to enhance the long-term financial viability 
of the College.

STRATEGIC INITIATIVE 4: Expand and enhance effective partnerships, 
collaborations, and strategic alliances to advance the education, 
research, and service missions of the College.

STRATEGIC INITIATIVE 5: Ensure the necessary 
infrastructure and resources and attract and retain the 
highest quality faculty and staff.

https://pharmacy.uic.edu/about/strategic-plan/

https://pharmacy.uic.edu/about/strategic-plan/


Office of Assessment

• Housed in Office of Academic Affairs

• Works with Curricular Assessment Committee (CAC) monitor 
the curricular assessment plan and evaluate curricular 
outcomes

• Data inputs are collected from Examsoft, Blackboard, and E-
Value for Chicago and Rockford students

• Data are visualized in Tableau to present summary information 
on course and program learning outcomes, course grades/term 
GPAs, and end of course reports



Assessment & Quality Improvement

• Feedback from assessments are used to improve outcomes in 
multiple ways

• Student level: Identifies struggling students/poor performance

• Course level: Course coordinators review and improve learning 
activities

• College level: Trends in outcomes are discussed within CAC for further 
enhancement



Overview of licensing in the US: 
NAPLEX and MPJE



Licensing in the US

• National Association of Boards of Pharmacy (NABP) is an 
independent, international Association that assists member boards 
and jurisdictions for the purpose of protecting public health

• North American Pharmacist Licensure Examination (NAPLEX) and 
Multistate Jurisprudence Examination (MPJE) are exams owned and 
developed by NABP for boards of pharmacy to consider candidate 
scores for purposes of licensure

• NAPLEX tests general practice knowledge

• MPJE test knowledge of state/jurisdiction specific laws and 
regulations

• NAPLEX and MPJE ensure licensure applicants meet minimum 
competency standards as determined by the states

https://nabp.pharmacy/programs/examinations/naplex/practice-exam/
https://nabp.pharmacy/programs/examinations/mpje/practice-exam/

https://nabp.pharmacy/programs/examinations/naplex/practice-exam/
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnabp.pharmacy%2Fprograms%2Fexaminations%2Fmpje%2Fpractice-exam%2F&data=04%7C01%7Crosalyn%40uic.edu%7Cab71eef401ed4e2e997c08d9206941d8%7Ce202cd477a564baa99e3e3b71a7c77dd%7C0%7C0%7C637576458712783627%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=N2elhmBmuJX8KvPwxmnFT5h54VeSbecjGrdZNrrwSPM%3D&reserved=0


Comparison

• NAPLEX
• 6 hour exam composed of 225 

questions in 6 main areas 
(computerized, fixed form)

• Exam results reported as pass 
or fail, candidates are allowed 
five attempts to pass the exam

• Scenario-based format referring 
to info in a profile/medical 
record.

• Scaled passing score = 75 (0-
150)

• MPJE
• 2.5 hours exam composed of 

120 questions in 3 main areas 
(computerized, adaptive 
technology)

• Exam results reported as pass 
or fail approximately 7 days 
after taking exam

• Scaled passing score = 75 (0-
100)



NAPLEX Competency Statements

• Area 1: Obtain, Interpret, or Assess Data, Medical, or Patient 
Information (18%)

• Area 2: Identify Drug Characteristics (14%)

• Area 3: Develop or Manage Treatment Plans (35%)

• Area 4: Perform Calculations (14%)

• Area 5: Compound, Dispense, or Administer Drugs, or Manage 
Delivery Systems (11%)

• Area 6: Develop or Manage Practice or Medication-Use 
Systems to Ensure Safety and Quality (7%)

https://nabp.pharmacy/programs/examinations/naplex/competency-statements-2021/
https://nabp.pharmacy/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/NAPLEX-Sample-Questions-1.pdf

https://nabp.pharmacy/programs/examinations/naplex/competency-statements-2021/
https://nabp.pharmacy/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/NAPLEX-Sample-Questions-1.pdf


MPJE Competency Statements

• Area 1: Pharmacy Practice (83%)

• Area 2: Licensure, Registration, Certification, and Operational 
Requirements (15%)

• Area 3: General Regulatory Processes (2%)

https://nabp.pharmacy/programs/examinations/mpje/competency-statements/

https://nabp.pharmacy/programs/examinations/mpje/competency-statements/


Score Results

• NABP releases candidate’s test scores to designated board of 
pharmacy, as well as any applicable jurisdictions for score 
transfer (NAPLEX)

• Passing scores are not percentage values
• NABP uses a mathematically based weighted scoring model to 

calculate an ability measure for each examinee. Ability measures are 
transformed to a reported scaled score

• Passing standard established by panel of pharmacy experts

https://nabp.pharmacy/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/NAPLEX-Performance-Report.pdf

https://nabp.pharmacy/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/NAPLEX-Performance-Report.pdf


Assessment of 
UIC PharmD Students



Assessment: NAPLEX

https://nabp.pharmacy/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/NAPLEX-Pass-Rates-2020.pdf

https://nabp.pharmacy/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/NAPLEX-Pass-Rates-2020.pdf


Assessment: NAPLEX

https://pharmacy.uic.edu/about/by-the-numbers/

https://pharmacy.uic.edu/about/by-the-numbers/


Assessment: NAPLEX



Assessment: MPJE



Assessment: MPJE



Assessment: MPJE



Assessment: Competencies

• Program Competencies
• Communication
• Health Systems Management
• Leadership
• Lifelong Learning
• Patient Centered Care
• Population Based Care
• Problem Solving
• Professionalism
• Teamwork
• Technology

• ACPE Standards
• Foundational Knowledge
• Essentials for Practice and 

Care
• Approach to Practice and Care
• Personal and Professional 

Development





Assessment: PharmD Program



Licensing Preparation 
of UIC PharmD Students



Class of 2022

• UIC COP purchases two Pre-NAPLEX vouchers and one Pre-
MPJE voucher for each student

• UIC COP purchases RxPrep book for each student

• Students complete 2 pre-assessments through RxPrep and 
develop their own self-study plan. Self-study plans are 
submitted.

• Assessments are tied to PhLAMES program where students 
complete self-reflections in fall and spring of P4 year

https://rxprep.com/products/2021-naplex-course-book

https://rxprep.com/products/2021-naplex-course-book


Strategic Initiative 1: Optimize the experience of students and post-graduate trainees to ensure 
the best possible outcomes.

Strategic Direction 1.5: Support student success and progression. 

Objective 1.5.6: Improve preparation for success in residency placement, fellowship, post 

graduate opportunities, NAPLEX pass rates, and PCOA scores to match rates near the top of our 

peer group. 

Action Plan:

• Continue to monitor licensing pass rates and adjust preparation in PhLAMES as necessary



Comments and Questions?

Rosalyn Vellurattil, Pharm.D., CHCP – rosalyn@uic.edu

Benjamin Shultz, PhD – bshultz@uic.edu

mailto:rosalyn@uic.edu
mailto:bshultz@uic.edu

